In this short essay I will analyze the copyright status of the creepypasta character The Slender Man.

First of all let's talk about his conception, The Slender Man was created and posted on the Something Awful internet forum on June 10, 2009 by a user by the name of Victor Surge (whose real name is Erik Knudsen)

At first glance we could think that Erik Knudsen owns the rights to the character but it is a little more complicated than that, the images and notes created by Erik Knudsen are his property but the character represented in the photos is not, let me explain why.

Copyright does not in any way protect ideas, copyright protects creative works, the words that describe the character may be copyrighted, but the character's idea is not, to qualify for that kind of protection, it is necessary to establish that the character is sufficiently delineated.

For example the superhero Flash is copyrighted by DC Comics but the idea of a man who runs fast is not.

In addition, the additional features attributed to Slender Man are not traced back to a single author, in the little information that Erik Knudsen offers us we are told that The Slender Man is a tall, thin creature, wears a tuxedo and kidnaps children, as you can see. the idea is very vague and simple so it cannot be copyrighted.

Due to its vague characteristics, multiple creatures bear similarities to The Slender Man, including Takaonna, Charlie No-Face, The Endermen, L'uomo nero, Mantis Man, and The Silence (from Doctor Who).

However companies like Sony seem not to think the same and proceed to issue cease and desist orders and take people to court.

If you want to know more about this event you can see all the information here: https://www.techdirt.com/2018/07/30/sony-finds-itself-court-after-bullying-film-studio-over-supposed- slender-man-copyright-infringement/

So even though The Slender Man is not copyrighted you should beware of Sony and their trademark on the word Slender Man apart from their false copyright claims.